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the Syrian coast. For the same reason Britain has close and
friendly relations with Egypt, which is the guardian and
must ultimately become owner of the Canal, and is also our
partner in the Sudan. Palestine and Transjordan became
mandated territories after the first wo4rld war, as did Iraq.
This and Transjordan are now independent kingdoms. Since
Aden and its extensive protectorate along the southern coast
of Arabia belong to the same sphere of influence, they will
also be described in this chapter.

GIBRALTAR
The great fortress rock of Gibraltar, standing sentinel
over the western entrance to the Mediterranean and symbol
of British sea power., is the first outpost of Empire to be
met on an eastward journey. It is an impressive beginning.
In ancient days it was one of the Pillars of Hercules, known
as Mons Calpe, and its present name is derived from the
Arabic Jebd Tarik. Geographically Gibraltar is a part of
the Iberian peninsula, being joined to the Spanish mainland
by a sandy isthmus treated as neutral territory. The Rock
is some 2\ miles in length by about three-quarters broad,
and rises gradually to a height of 1,400 feet, the steepest
side facing the Mediterranean* The town and harbour face
across tjae Bay, and by means of extensive moles, a large
svater space, sufficient to meet all the needs of the Fleet and
nercantile shipping^ has been enclosed. The Rock is strongly
fortified.
Until the fifteenth century it remained under the dominion
sf the MoorSj after which it was incorporated into the
Spanish kingdom of Granada. During the war of the
Spanish Succession Gibraltar was captured by a British
force under Admiral Sir George Rooke, with Dutch help^
n 1704* and its possession was confirmed to Britain by the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